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hostile to United States interests in the re-
gion. Such actions constitute an unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the United 
States. On August 20, 1998, the President 
identified four additional persons, including 
Usama bin Ladin, who threaten to disrupt 
the Middle East peace process. For these 
reasons, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emergency 
declared with respect to foreign terrorists 
who threaten to disrupt the Middle East 
peace process and to maintain in force the 
economic sanctions against them to respond 
to this threat. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 
This letter was released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on January 21.

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Terrorists Who Threaten To Disrupt 
the Middle East Peace Process 
January 20, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), 
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month peri-
odic report prepared by my Administration 
on the national emergency with respect to 
terrorists who threaten to disrupt the Middle 
East peace process that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 12947 of January 23, 1995. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 
This letter was released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on January 21.

Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on Iraq’s 
Compliance With the United Nations 
Security Council Resolutions 
January 20, 2003

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
Pursuant to the Authorization for Use of 

Military Force Against Iraq Resolution of 
2002 (Public Law 107–243) and as part of 
my effort to keep the Congress fully in-
formed, I am providing a report prepared by 
my Administration on matters relevant to 
that Resolution including on the status of ef-
forts to obtain Iraq’s compliance with the res-
olutions adopted by the United Nations Se-
curity Council. Information required by sec-
tion 3 of the Authorization for Use of Military 
Force Against Iraq Resolution (Public Law 
102–1) is and will be included in this and 
subsequent reports. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate. 
This letter was released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on January 21.

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Economists and an Exchange With 
Reporters 
January 21, 2003

The President. Let me make a couple 
comments about the meeting we just had and 
be glad to answer a couple questions. You 
can lead it off, Fournier [Ron Fournier, Asso-
ciated Press], in a minute. 

I want to thank some of our Nation’s lead-
ing economists for coming today to share 
their thoughts with me about our economy 
and the strength of our Nation, how best to 
make sure people can find work. 

We had a great discussion about the plan 
that I laid out for the Congress to consider 
and to enact, a plan which focuses on job 
creation, a plan which recognizes that money 
in the consumers’ pocket will help grow this 
economy, a plan that recognizes there are 
some long-term things we can do to make 
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sure the investor feels comfortable taking 
risks in America. It is a plan that recognizes 
that economic growth is not as strong as it 
should be. It’s a plan that’s good for all Amer-
icans. It is a plan that addresses our needs, 
and it’s a plan that Congress needs to pass. 

These economists can speak for them-
selves after they leave, but they have given 
good advice and sound judgment, and for 
that, I’m grateful. 

I’ll take a couple of questions. Ron. 

Diversity in Higher Education 
Q. Sir, last week in this room, you came 

out against quotas, which have been uncon-
stitutional for 25 years. You didn’t answer the 
central question, and that is whether race can 
be used as a factor in admissions. Dr. Rice 
says it could be. Colin Powell says it should 
be. What is your position? Can it be used 
as——

The President. Well, my position is, is 
that as the—as the brief says, that there are 
clearly unconstitutional means to achieve di-
versity; there are race-neutral ways to achieve 
diversity, which I have put in place as the 
Governor of Texas, and that we’ll leave the 
Court to define the outer limits of the Con-
stitution. 

Adam [Adam Entous, Reuters]. 
Q. Yes, Mr. President——
Q. You won’t answer that question then? 
The President. I just answered it. 
Q. Whether or not you believe——
The President. No, I answered it. The 

courts will make the definition of the outer 
limits of the—and as Condi Rice said, she 
felt very comfortable in saying on national 
TV the decision I made was the right deci-
sion. 

Adam. 

Iraq 
Q. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. President. 

The French are saying they would block a 
U.N. resolution authorizing force on Iraq. 
Are you frustrated by these comments? Can 
you still reach a consensus? 

The President. Well, Adam, first of all, 
it’s important for the American citizens and 
the citizens around the world to understand 
that Saddam Hussein possesses some of the 
world’s deadliest weapons. He poses a seri-

ous threat to America and our friends and 
allies. The world came together, including 
the French, to say he must disarm. He’s not 
disarming. As a matter of fact, it appears to 
be a rerun of a bad movie. He is delaying. 
He is deceiving. He is asking for time. He’s 
playing hide-and-seek with inspectors. 

One thing is for certain, he’s not dis-
arming. So the United States of America, in 
the name of peace, will continue to insist he 
does disarm, and we will keep the pressure 
on Saddam Hussein. 

Angle [Jim Angle, FOX News]. 
Q. Mr. President, when do you intend to 

make a decision about whether or not the 
inspection process is—actually has any hope 
of really disarming Saddam? 

The President. It’s clear to me now that 
he is not disarming. And surely, our friends 
have learned lessons from the past. Surely 
we have learned how this man deceives and 
delays. He’s giving people the runaround. 
And as many of my advisers said on TV this 
week, time is running out. I believe in the 
name of peace, he must disarm. And we will 
lead a coalition of willing nations to disarm 
him. Make no mistake about that, he will be 
disarmed. 

Q. When—how do you decide when that 
moment comes that you need to make a judg-
ment? 

The President. I will let you know when 
the moment has come. [Laughter] 

Q. Mr. President, who is in that coalition 
of the willing now? Are France, Germany 
out? 

The President. You will find out who is 
in the coalition of the willing. It is very much 
like what happened prior to our getting a res-
olution out of the United Nations. Many of 
the punditry—of course, not you—[laugh-
ter]—but other punditry were quick to say, 
‘‘No one is going to follow the United States 
of America.’’ And we got a unanimous resolu-
tion out of the United Nations. 

The United States has made it clear our 
intention, and our intention is to work with 
the world for Saddam to disarm. He’s been 
given ample time to disarm. We have had 
ample time now to see that the tricks of the 
past—he’s employing the tricks of the past 
today. He’s giving people the runaround. He 
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wants to play hide-and-seek. He’s got a vast 
country. 

He wants to focus the attention of the 
world on inspectors. This is not about inspec-
tors; this is about a disarmed Iraq. He has 
weapons of mass destruction, the world’s 
deadliest weapons, which pose a direct threat 
to the United States, our citizens, and our 
friends and allies. He has been told to disarm 
for 11 long years. He’s not disarming. 

This business about, you know, more 
time—you know, how much time do we need 
to see clearly that he’s not disarming? As I 
said, this looks like a rerun of a bad movie, 
and I’m not interested in watching it. 

All right, thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:35 a.m. in the 
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of these re-
marks. A portion of these remarks could not be 
verified because the tape was incomplete.

Executive Order 13283—
Establishing the Office of Global 
Communications 
January 21, 2003

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered as follows: 

Section 1. Establishment of the Office of 
Global Communications. There is hereby es-
tablished within the White House Office an 
Office of Global Communications (the ‘‘Of-
fice’’) to be headed by a Deputy Assistant 
to the President for Global Communications. 

Sec. 2. Mission. The mission of the Office 
shall be to advise the President, the heads 
of appropriate offices within the Executive 
Office of the President, and the heads of ex-
ecutive departments and agencies (agencies) 
on utilization of the most effective means for 
the United States Government to ensure 
consistency in messages that will promote the 
interests of the United States abroad, prevent 
misunderstanding, build support for and 
among coalition partners of the United 
States, and inform international audiences. 
The Office shall provide such advice on ac-

tivities in which the role of the United States 
Government is apparent or publicly acknowl-
edged. 

Sec. 3. Functions. In carrying out its mis-
sion: 

(a) The Office shall assess the methods and 
strategies used by the United States Govern-
ment (other than special activities as defined 
in Executive Order 12333 of December 4, 
1981) to deliver information to audiences 
abroad. The Office shall coordinate the for-
mulation among appropriate agencies of 
messages that reflect the strategic commu-
nications framework and priorities of the 
United States, and shall facilitate the devel-
opment of a strategy among the appropriate 
agencies to effectively communicate such 
messages. 

(b) The Office shall work with the policy 
and communications offices of agencies in 
developing a strategy for disseminating truth-
ful, accurate, and effective messages about 
the United States, its Government and poli-
cies, and the American people and culture. 
The Office may, after consulting with the 
Department of State and obtaining the ap-
proval of the Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs on the President’s 
behalf, work with cooperating foreign gov-
ernments in the development of the strategy. 
In performing its work, the Office shall co-
ordinate closely and regularly with the Assist-
ant to the President for National Security Af-
fairs, or the Assistant’s designee. 

(c) The Office shall work with appropriate 
agencies to coordinate the creation of tem-
porary teams of communicators for short-
term placement in areas of high global inter-
est and media attention as determined by the 
Office. Team members shall include per-
sonnel from agencies to the extent permitted 
by law and subject to the availability of per-
sonnel. In performing its functions, each in-
formation team shall work to disseminate ac-
curate and timely information about topics 
of interest to the on-site news media, and 
assist media personnel in obtaining access to 
information, individuals, and events that re-
inforce the strategic communications objec-
tives of the United States and its allies. The 
Office shall coordinate when and where in-
formation teams should be deployed; pro-
vided, however, no information team shall be 


